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PREFACE.

INn the following pages I have attempted to
TS

give 3'populag account of the principal pioneer-
ing_e%l;lut?s%_th_e region ly@zgg_the
Caspian and India. It would have been easy
to have extended the series, so as to have
included the very large band of explorers who
have laid bare the geographical secrets of
Kashgaria and the region adjacent. A moment’s
reflection, however, served to convince me that
I should make it unwieldy by doing this, and
that further I should distract the reader by
calling away his attention from time to time to
a part of Central Asia, having nothing in
common with that extending from the Caspian
Sea to the river Indus. Besides, Kashgaria

possesses little interest for the English public,
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while the area embracing Askabad and Merv,
Bokhara and Meshed, Candahar, Cabul Tnd

Herat, will continue to attract notice_for many

years to come, until at length the Central Asian

e — e [N —

Question solves itself by the Junctxon of the
‘( Cf)\a\ frontiers of the two rival empires. o
k- Many of the explorers, Russian as well as
English, I know personally; but this is a
circumstance which I have not allowed for one
moment to influence my opinions to the detri-
ment of those with whom I am not acquainted.
In my writings on Central Asia I try to
arbitrate impartially between Russia and
Engiand, Liberal and Conservative, Russo-
phobe and Russophile, and if I have failed on
this occasion to deal with equal fairness, and
with equal freedom from carping, ungenerous
criticism, in treating of the achievements of
the various Russian and English explqrc_rs,
the fault is neither due to personal bias nor
to narrow views of patriotism.

My generalizations are not hasty ones. For
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some years past | have had to deal almost
daily with the books mentioned in this volume,
in writing for the press and preparing my works
on Central Asia. It was imggssible, under such
conditions, not to be ___géntiﬁaéﬁy “instituting

comparisons between the exploits of the ex-

plorers_and the effect of them upon contem-

porary politics ; while constant reference to their’
A — =

books for purposes of information could not but
provoke closer criticism than is possible from a
single reading for a chance review.

Some of the chapters originally appeared in

a skeleton form in the columns of the Newcastle

Weekly Chronicle, and the work was completed
after my return from the Tsar's coronation.
While yet engaged revising it I was called
away on a journey to the Caucasus and Caspian
region, and when I came back the work had
the benefit of a second revision, bringirig all

its information down to date.

GROSVENOR HOUSE,
PLUMSTEAD CoMMON, KENT.
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12 RECONNOITRING CENTRAL ASIA.

stitution of man! In the long struggle between
us, fear was finally subdued ; but it is this very
struggle which I now blush to remember, for
it is marvellous what efforts are required to
grow_familiar with the constant and visible
prospect of death.”

Travelling for a week, Vimbéry and his
companions reached the bay of Astrabad, at
the south-east corner of the Caspian. Here
his_secret was nearl vered b keen-
ial, who remarked as the party

touched e naval station at Ashurada, in
traversing the bay in a lugger—‘ Smotrite
kakoi bieloi etot hadji!”—*“ See how white this
hadji is!” From the island of Ashurada the

Ru551ans maintained a sort of.polme supervision
over the south-east shores of the Caspian, the
Turcoman inhabitants of which were accus-
tomed to make piratical descents on the Persian
coast and carry off people into perpetual slavery
in the khanates of Central Asia.

Respecting Russia’s right to conquer Central
Asia, and England’s wisdom in opposing her,
much argument may be expended, and many
opinions expressed; but there is one fact that
stands out clear from all controversy—the

S S —
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his “ Sketches of Central Asia” :—* I entered
the tent of Khandjan after the morning prayer
and found a noble company listening with the
greatest attention to the narrative of a young
Turcoman, who was covered with dust and
dirt, and whose face bore evident traces of
excitement and severe hardship. He was
describing in a low voice, but in lively colours,
a marauding excursion against the Persians
of the evening before, in which he had taken
part. Whilst he was speaking, the women,
servants, and slaves (what must have been the
thoughts of these latter!), squatted down round
the circle of listeners, and many a curse was
hurled at the slaves, the clanking of the chains
on their feet interrupting for a time the
general quiet. It struck me as remarkable
that in proportion as the speaker warmed in
describing the obstinate resistance of the un-
fortunate people who were fallen on unawares,
the indignation of the audience increased at
the audacity of the Persians not to have at
once quietly submitted to being plundered.

‘“ No sooner was the narration of this great
feat of arms at an end, when all arose to their
feet to have a look at the spoils, the sight of
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the Uzbeg villages, on the outskirts of Khiva,
the vegetation becoming more and more
luxuriant the further they advanced, and the
evidences greater of comfort and prosperity.

At the very entrance of the gate of the city
they were met by several pious Khivans, who
handed up to them bread and dried fruit as -
they sat upon their camels. For years so
numerous a troop of hadjis had not arrived in
Khiva. Allstared at them in astonishment, and
the exclamations ‘“ Aman eszen geldin ghiz!”
(“Welcome!”), ““ Ha shah bazim! Ha Arsz-
lanim!” (* Ah, my falcon, my lion!”), resounded
on all sides in their ears. ‘“On entering the
bazaar, Hadji Bilal,” says Vdmbéry, “intoned a
telkin. My _voice was heard above them all,
and I_felt feal emotion) when the people im-
pressed theif kissesupon my hands and feet%:
upon the very rags which hung from me. -
accordance with the custom of the country, we
dismounted at the caravanserai. Scarcely had (
the head of this, the Mehrem (a sort of chamber- 5:‘:* ‘
lain and confidant of the Khan), addressed the %
ordinary questions to our caravan leader, when
the Afghan pressed forward and called aloud,
‘ We have brought to Khiva three interesting

Cou;
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humu _Sella, and a wusual prayer beginning
with_the words 4/akumu Rabbena, and finally

concluded with a loud amen and prolonged
SU‘J_l\jﬂ&Qf ‘the beard. Whilst the Khan was
still stroking his beard, each of the rest ex-
claimed, “Kabul bolgay!” (‘“May my prayer be
heard!”). The dervish afterwards approached
the Khan, who extended his hands to him,
and when both had duly executed the Musafeha,
or greeting prescribed by the Koran, accom-
panied by the reciprocal extension of the open
hands, he retired a few paces, and the religious
ceremonial was at an end.

The Khan now questioned him respecting
the object of his journey and the impressions
made upon him by the desert, the Turcomans,
and Khiva. Vdmbéry replied that he had
suffered much, but that his sufferings were now
richly rewarded by the sight of the /Zazrets
djemel (beauty of his majesty). When asked
how long he meant to stay, the dervish replied
that he wished first to visit the saints who
reposed in the soil of the khanate, and that he
should then proceed further on. With respect
to the money the Khan offered him, he added,
“ We dervishes do not trouble ourselves with
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which still haunt him in his dreams. One day,
on quitting the palace, he found in the outer
court about three hundred Tchaudor Turcomans,
prisoners of war, covered with rags, who had
been captured in retaliation for the plundering
of a Khivan caravan by their tribe. “These
were so tormented by the dread of their ap-
proaching fate, and by the hunger which they
had endured several days, that they looked
as if they had just risen from the grave. They
were separated into two divisions, namely, such
as had not yet reached their fortieth year, and
were to be sold as slaves, and such as from
their rank or age were regarded as aksakals
(grey beards), or leaders, and who were to suffer
the punishment imposed by the Khan. The
former, chained together by their iron collars in
numbers of from ten to fifteen, were led away;
the latter submissively awaited the punishment
awarded. They looked like lambs in the hands
of their executioners. Whilst several were led
to the gallows or the block, I saw how, at a
sign from the executioner, eight aged men
placed themselves down on their backs upon
the earth. They were then bound hand and
foot, and the executioner gouged out their eyes
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experiencing such sufferings that he felt that
“no death could be more painful.” At last,
on the outskirts of the desert, when all hope
of surviving had nearly disappeared, the
pilgrims came upon some Persian slaves, who
assisted them to reach Bokhara.

It strikes one as odd that in these remote °
and barbarous regions, as in more civilized
Europe, the travellers’ first acquaintance with
a country should commence with custom-
house officers. On reaching the Bokharan
border town, the pilgrims were stopped, and
their luggage examined with the same vexa-
tious formalities practised at the frontier of
every European state.

The pilgrims thought their sacred character
would gain them exemption from examination,
but piety has no place in protective tariffs, and
every article belonging to them was rigorously
inspected and written down. Vdmbéry was
left to the last, “when the official, looking in
my face, laughed and told me to show my
trunk, ‘for that we (meaning, probably, Euro-
peans, as he took me for one) had always fine
things with us’ I happened to be in an
excellent humour, and had on my dervish or
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to sustain the look which he now directed full
in my face, with the intention, probably, of
disconcerting me. * Hadji, thou comest, I hear,
from Roum, to visit the tombs of Bahaeddin
and the saints of Turkestan.’

“Yes, Sire, but also to quicken myself by
the contemplation of thy sacred beauty,’”
according to the forms of conversation usual
on these occasions. ,

“<Strange! and thou hadst no other
motive in coming hither from so distant a
land ?’

“¢No, Sire, it had always been my warmest
desire to behold the noble Bokahra, and the
enchanting Samarcand, upon whose sacred
soil, as was remarked by Sheikh Djelal, one
should rather walk on one’s head than on
one’s feet. But I have, besides, no other

business in life, and have long been__moving
about everywhere as a djikaugeste —{world-
pilgrim).

¢« What, thou, with thy lame foot, a djz/kan-
geste ! That is really astonishing.’

“¢] would be thy victim!’ (an expression
equivalent to ‘Pardon me’). ‘Sire, thy glorious
- ancestor (peace be with him!) had certainly
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close of his six weeks' journey literally a
pauper.* The European writer who perhaps
more than any other publicist has urged the
necessity of safeguarding Herat, and who has
more powerfully than any other person pleaded
the cause of the inhabitants against their
usurping rulers and conquerors, the Afghans,
was condemned to wander about the streets
and bazaars begging for broken victuals and
pence to keep himself from starvation. The
gloomy character of his position was only
relieved by the fidelity of a young Tartar,
named Mollah Ishak, who refused to leave his
side, and cheerfully undertook the hardest part
of the begging.

Herat had only two months earlier been taken
by storm after a long siege by the Afghans, and
still bore traces of the ruin wrought by the
bombardment and the assault. The_insolence
and cruelty of the Afghans were beyond bounds,
and "the inhabitants openly expressed their
earnest desire that the English would come and

deliver them from their rapacious conquerors.
—

* The journey from Bokhara is usually performed by
caravans in twenty days, but owing to local tumults and other
causes, Vambéry's caravan was six weeks on the road.
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Returning later on to Buda-Pest, he ac-
cepted thg—;;ofessorshig of Oriental languages
at the university, and settled quietly down—
m it may seem after such a display of
adyenturous spirit—to scientific_studies, from
which he has only allowed himself to be with-
drawn from time to time to indicate in the
European and English press the bearings of
the Russian advance in the region traversed
by him. His articles on the subject have
given him a reputation as a political writer
which throws into the shade somewhat the
renown he enjoys among savanfs as an_expert +
in the Tartdr _group of languages. As a
lingujst, he has few equals, speaking fluently
twelve languages and writing in six. How
remarkable his power over English is may be
gathered from a perusal of his “ Travels in
Central Asia,” which for graphic description
and forcible diction has few equals in our
literature of exploration.
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CHAPTER IL

CAPTAIN MARSH'S RIDE FROM THE CASPIAN
TO INDIA.

Russian progress in Central Asia after VAmbéry's return—
English policy—Captain Marsh sets out toride to India—
Remarkable growth of Baku—A new Russia developing
in the Caucasus—The three Russian descents on the
East Caspian coast—Seizure of Ashurada and Kras-
novodsk—The railway between London and Teheran—
Apathy of the British mission at Teheran—England with-
out influence in Persia—Character of Marsh’s ride through
Islam—The raids of the Turcoman man-stealers—Cruci-
fixion of Turcomans at Meshed— Journey from Meshed to
Herat—Experiences of an English officer at Herat—
Yakoob Khan and Captain Marsh—Ride from Herat to
Candahar and India—Results of the journey—Sir Charles
MacGregor on ckupper-riding in Persia.

““ The possession of Herat by Russia means the possession

of the one Jine by which India can be invaded. The possession
of Herat by England means the annihilation of all the Russian
hopes of an invasion of India.”’—COLONEL MALLESON, 1880
(Herat, page 877).
_ “If the English were to establish a commercial and political
preponderance at Herat, we should hardly be able to hold
our own in Northern Khorassan and Merv.”’—COLONEL M.
VENUKOFF, 1883 (Russian Thought, May, 1883).

AFTER Arminius Vimbéry’s return to Europe
in 1864, there was a lull in Central Asian
travel for nearly eight years. During that
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Everybody is familiar with the fierce and
protracted struggle attending Russia’s conquest
of the west or Caucasian side of the Caspian.
Successive wars had to be waged with Persia
and Turkey, generations of conflicts fought out
with native states and hill tribes, before the
Caucasian region was finally subdued. On
the eastern side of the Caspian, the conquest
of the coast has been wholly unaccompanied
by any such terrible expenditure of blood and
money. The East Caspian littoral may be
said to have been won by three swoops of
the Russian eagle.

The first was in 1834, when General Perovsky
descended upon the northern extremity of the
coast opposite the mouth of the Volga, and
established Fort Alexandrovsky among the
Kirghiz nomads. The second was in 184I,
in which year the war brig Araxes, without

any previous warning, sailed into Astrabad Bay
* and seized the island of Ashurada, lying at the
southernmost extremity of the coast. Finally,
in 1869, Colonel Stolietoff—afterwards famous
as the envoy at Cabul—with equal suddenness
descended upon the coast at Krasnovodsk,
midway between Alexandrovsky and Ashurada,
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morning of the 2oth of September, 1872, and
four days later set out on his “ Ride through
Islam” to India.

Six mules conveyed the traveller, a com-
panion, their servants, and the baggage to
Kasvin, where they obtained ponies and pushed
on with these to Teheran, which they reached
after seven days’ continuous ride. French
engineers are now engaged constructing a rail-
way from Enzeli to Teheran, and before long it
will be possible to do the distance between the
Caspian and the Shah’s capital in a few hours.
Direct railway communication will then exist
between London and Teheran, and the journey
will be feasible in little more than a week.

At Teheran Captain Marsh found that the
British Legation knew nothing about what was
going on at Meshed and Herat, although
England paid the officials amply enough to
have rendered them less remiss in discharging
‘their duties. Further, he not only got no help
and no information about the road from them,
but attempts were even made to dissuade him
from undertaking his journey. It is the
characteristic of Russian officials in such
matters as these to do their utmost to promote
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Marsh and his troopers are located at Pesha-
wur, the former ready to ride off pioneering in
Central Asia again at a moment’s notice, the
latter to give a good account of the Russians
should they ever attempt to show themselves
openly at all at Cabul.



CHAPTER IIL

COLONEL VALENTINE BAKER'S VISIT TO THE
PERSO-TURCOMAN FRONTIER. IS) :t? /
q, ?

The Russians on the Atrek—Our lack of knowledge of their
operations—Need of an Intelligence Office—The un-
explored Perso-Turcoman border—Task undertaken by
Colonel Baker, Lieutenant Gill, and Captain Clayton—
A ton of luggage—Kindness of the Russian officials in
the Caucasus—Arrival at Teheran and journey to Shah-
rood and Meshed—Baker hindered from going to Herat—
Important results that might have attended his journey
to that city—Proceeds to Kelat-i-Nadiri—His remarks
on Nadir Shah’s invasion of India—Growth of Russia’s
power east of the Caspian—Marvels of her advance—
What our policy ought to be—Baker prevents a Persian
raid upon the Turcomans—His account of the new
Russian border—England negotiates with old maps,
Russia with new ones—Baker prevented from going to
Merv—His *“Clouds in the East ”’—Value of his survey
to England.

¢ We talk, and d ing ; 'tis shame for us all.”’— A
SHAKE enry V.).

CApPTAIN MARSH, in riding through Islam, from
Teheran to the Indus, in 1872-73, had seen

(Rothing of the Russian operaticns in Cénral | |
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on the Tekké Turcoman settlement of Annau,
now a Russian possession, just to show him
what a foray was like, but the traveller dis-
appointed him with a refusal. “Firm as a .
rock, I said that if anything of the sort were
attempted, I would send a letter to Alayar
Khan, who would be very angry. The project
was reluctantly abandoned, and below us,
looking as peaceful as if war and rapine were
unknown, lay the unsuspecting village—the
men and boys lazily tending their herds, the
women weaving carpets in the tents, and the
children basking in the sun, never dreaming
that their savage enemies were plotting murder
and destruction just above them, and that a
few short minutes would have sealed their fate.
_Little thought they that the Frenghi was
whispering words of mercy on their behalf, and
saving them from captivity and death.”

Of the present Russo-Persian border beyond
the Caspian Baker wrote :—* Only those_who
have travelled long and Wfar in _Persia can
imagine _how refreshxng it is to come_ across
a plentiful supply of good water at every few
miles T and this 1s_mFECter of the entire
northern slope “of the’ Kuren ’ (and_K Bet)
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to the general who so bravely attempted its
relief. Should English interests again become
imperilled throughout the East, it is a satisfac-
tion to know that we have at least one man
on the spot willing to sacrifice himself for his

. country, and capable of taking a prominent part

in the hour of danger. “You have one good
general in your army,” said Skobeleff to the
writer a few months before his death. “He is
Valentine Baker.”
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tions for the road. But had MacGahan waited
at Kazala for this answer, he would not have
reached Khiva until a week after the fall of the
place.

Four days’ journey along the Tashkent post
road brought MacGahan and Schuyler to Fort
Perovsky, where several days were wasted by
their interpreter, Ak Mamatoff—who did not
relish the desert ride—in obtaining horses and
a guide. The latter would not quit Perovsky
without a passport ; hence, after all, the intended
enterprise had to be made known to the
authorities.  Colonel Rodionoff, the district
governor, however, proved as accommodating as
Verestchagin had been the reverse. He not
only readily gave the guide a pass, but rendered
the American every assistance in his power.

Preparations being complete, MacGahan
stepped into the ferry boat at Perovsky at three
o'clock in the afternoon of April 30th, 1873, and
bidding Schuyler and the Russians good-bye,
set off on his adventurous journey. The party
consisted of himself, Ak Mamatoff, Mustruf the
guide, and a young Kirghiz whom he had
hired to look after the six horses, carrying the
riders and their baggage, food, and water.
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wrapped in their sheepskin overcoats, while a
hurricane roared around them. The next day
their water gave out. The long hot march in
the sun completely prostrated MacGahan. His
throat seemed to be on fire; his eyes grew
inflamed and unsteady ; he began to feel as
though he were about to be attacked with brain
fever. At length, after hours of intense suffer-
ing, the party struck again the road they had
lost in the morning, and found a pit of slimy
water, alongside which they passed the
night. In the morning a few hours’ ride
brought them to Irkibai, or Fort Blagovest-
schensk, which he reached almost simultaneously
with a Khivan ambassador that had left
Kazala thirteen days previous, in advance of
himself.

The Kazala detachment had left Irkibai a
fortnight before MacGahan's arrival, and
nothing was known of its whereabouts. The
Russians at the desert fort, who treated the
correspondent remarkably well, urged him to
accompany the Khivan ambassador beyond
Irkibai, the latter having an escort of twenty-
five Cossacks besides his own followers. Mac-
Gahan, however, declined. Had he done so,
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tually promoted to the post of governor of
Samarcand.

On the evening of the fifth day, Colonel
Weimarn, being uneasy at the non-arrival of
news from Kaufmann, gave orders for a body
of troops to move forward. MacGahan had
been in the interval maturing his plans for
escape, and took advantage of the confusion
when the column marched at midnight to slip
out of the camp and get ahead of the force
by a long detour. Riding all night, and rest-
ing a bit in the morning, the correspondent
made for the caravan route again in the
afternoon, trusting to reach the wells of Adam
Kurulgan before Weimarn's soldiery. What
was his amazement, when he reached a hill
overlooking the spot, to find the place in the
possession of the Cossacks, who, he was in-
formed by some Kirghiz horsemen riding
near the place, had arrived there that very
morning ! '

This was what Dick Swiveller would have
called a “stunner.” For the moment Mac-
Gahan was crushed. His horses were done up,
and he did not know of the existence of any
wells between those in the hands of the
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endeared Skobeleff to Russia. He was the
Skobeleff of the English-speaking press.
Between the two a close and unaffected friend-
ship existed. “When MacGahan died,” said
a friend of both to the writer the day after
Skobeleff’s death, ‘it was impossible to com-
fort Skobeleff. He wept like a child.”

To be wept over by a hero falls to the lot of
few men in this world.



CHAPTER V.

CAPTAIN NAPIER'S SECRET MISSION.

English and Russian secret agents in Central Asia—Why
should England indulge in cant ?—Daood Khan’s secret
survey of Merv—A black man needs no commendation—
Russophobe charges against Russia—Captain Napier's
secret journey along the Perso-Turcoman frontier—
His confidential report—How it came to be offered to
the writer—A Russian staff officer on the value of secret
surveys—England ought to have no secret reports—
Official statement as to the objects of Napier’s journey—
His itinerary—Cannot blue-books be made more lively ?
—Jottings of a native spy—A Persian tailor and a farmer
on the position of Russia and England in the East—
Results of Napier’s survey—England might have had
Merv if her statesmen had been wiser—Merv geogra-
phically a part of Afghanistan—Napier’s opinion of the
evils that will result from a Russian occupation of the
oasis.

“ Of public affairs you have information from the e newspapers
wherever ‘you ge;—for_ nglish keep o _gecref.”—DR.
JOHNSON to SAMUEL WELCH, 1778 (Boswell's * Life of
Fohnson’).

IN dealing with the rivalry of England and

Russia in the East, no charge is more frequently
brought against the latter power tHa““tﬁe
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These remarks apply with equal force to a

second journey Napier undertook along the

same frontier in4876. The gallant officer was

not to blame for this, but the system which led

) |t his reports being hoarded) id secrgt until
they had lost their value.

ey he
Jed a?-l,(
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CHAPTER VI

COLONEL C. M. MACGREGOR'S SURVEY OF
KHORASSAN.

O. K. and the annexation of Khiva—Progress of events in
Central Asia—MacGregor’s claim to consideration as an
authority on the subject—The absurd order forbidding
English officers to travel in Afghanistan compels him to
journey six thousand miles instead of one thousand—
“ Good gracious, this man #s a liar!’’—Ride from the
Persian Gulf to Herat—Ill-treatment by the Afghans—
Turmed away from Herat and censured by the English
Government—Horrors of Turcoman man-stealing—What
the people of Khorassan think of the Russians — The
Government forbids him to explore Merv and the Hindoo
Koosh — His bitter disappointment — His journey to
Sarakhs, and opinion of its strategical importance—
Sarakhs the real key of Herat—MacGregor meets Ayoub
Khan at Meshed—Confronts him again at Candahar—
Rides along the Perso-Turcoman frontier to the Caspian
—The real pillars of the empire.

“Le despotisme fait illégalement de grandes choses, et la
liberté ne se donne pas la peine d’en faire légalement de trés
petites.”’—BALSAC.

AFTER the return of the Russian army from
Khiva in the autumn of 1873, there was a lull
for a few months in Central Asia; then Russian
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to the general public*—MacGregor had come
to know what gaps existed in the topography
of Central Asia, and it was to fill in some of
these that he prepared, early in 1873, to set out
on a ride from India to Russia. A ride from
Rawul Pindee to St. Petersburg would have
been unique, and would have surpassed any
preceding achievement of the kind ; but, un-
fortunately, MacGregor was thwarted in every
possible way, and prevented from realizing it—
this not by the Russians, but by the obstruc-
tive statesmen and officials of his own country.

In the first place, an order existed against
officers entering Afghanistan at all—an order
which, by the way, still remains in force. The
explanation of this was that the Ameer refused

* The whole system of printing confidential reports in
England isafarce. They are always known to foreign powers,
from whom the *‘ confidential ’’ system is intended to protect
them, and the general public are the real sufferers. This is,
however, mitigated in a few instances. It is surprising the
number of persons, wholly unconnected with the Government
service, who have experienced no difficulty in obtaining access
to MacGregor’s works on Central Asia. In Russia their
contents were known long before the Afghan war, and on the
outbreak of that conflict, a certain London daily paper
published whole columns of matter from the Afghanistan
volume, in the form of telegrams from Berlin, humorously
heading the information as being derived from the reports of
the Russian General Staff.






MACGREGOR'S SURVEY OF KHORASSAN. 155

shire, being more lively to him than the
restless interminable sea. MacGregor's 3,000
miles’ ride commenced at Bushire, his route
running direct to Herat, thence to Meshed,
Sarakhs, and along the Perso-Turcoman frontier
to the Caspian. At Kaziroon, the first import-
ant place on the road, he asked, he says, one
Hadji Abul Hussun, a merchant, about the
famine. “ His account was very frightful.
Over 1,000 souls, he said, had died in Kaziroon
alone, and no attempt whatever had been
made to help the wretched people. When
I told him that I had been employed in the
Bengal famine, and though only part of the
rice sent up for relief passed through my hands,
yet I had sent up seventy-five krool. of maunds
of rice, or, to bring it more home to him,
250,000 mule loads, I could see a smile of
disbelief come over his features, and he looked
at his son as much as to say,  Good gracious,
this man #s a liar!”  So he capped my story by
saying that there were ninety million people in
Persia. When I asked where they were, re-
marking that I had come a hundred miles
into the country, and certainly had not seen
a thousand people, he replied, without a
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a month before had lost his wife, two
daughters, and a son, by these dogs of
Turcomans, and he was in the depths of despair.
He knew he could never ransom them ; he
had nothing, and the price demanded was 3,000
krans. He said if he could only be sure they
would take him to the same place, he would
go and get taken himself. They all said that
if the Kujjurs (the ruling dynasty in Persia)
were not such contemptible characters, they
would go and take them and release their
people ; they would all go and fight the Tur-
comans. But they could expect nothing from
the Shah, and they eagerly asked when the
Russians were coming, adding, ‘May God
send them speedily!’” This showed how the
fame of the Russians in releasing all the
slaves in Khiva has spread, and to what extent
they have most deservedly gained prestige
by it.”

At another place: “ About half-way on the
road we passed a ruined village called Farzabad,
which, four years ago, the Turcomans had
surprised when most of the men were out,
and had carried off every soul—about a
hundred—out of it. This information was

It
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read it, still with a faint scintillation of hope that
it might not quite exclude me from all further
enterprise. But the words were only too clear,
‘You are not to enter Turkestan or Afghan-
istan, or go beyond the boundary of Persia.’
It was clear I was debarred from going any-
where of the smallest interest, or offering the
least hopes of distinction; and then I re-
membered Mr. Aitchinson’s frigid rejection of
my offer for any information, and 1 confessed,
with bitterness, that I had been forewarned.
“1 had been forewarned, but I had, in the
days when the spirit of adventure rose high
in me, not heeded the warning. 1 argued,
‘I can understand their not wishing to send
me on a formal mission ; I can quite understand
the frame of mind which would make a man
think it is better to save a few rupees 7z /Ais
time than spend it on a venture which may
only bear fruit affer he has gone ; but surely,
when I have not asked for the expenditure
of one farthing, or even asked for any protec-
tion entailing one iota of responsibility on
Government, I shall be let alone, even if it
should become known that I proposed to ex-
tend my travels’ But the result proved
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incomparable boy’s practical attempt to break
the reverie into which I was plunged, sitting
half stunned by the bad news which the courier
had brought me. Some letting off steam was
absolutely necessary, so I d—d my boy, much
to his astonishment, cursed Persia and the
Persians, in which he heartily concurred, and—
for one must keep within bounds in recording
one’s thoughts of superior officers—wished
those who had ordered me were at the bottom
of the sea, with the millstone ¢masterly
inactivity ’ round their necks.”

Judging from the fate of MacGregor and other
English military explorers, no English officer
desirous of taking in hand a survey ought to
inform the Government beforehand of his
intentions, otherwise he is sure to have them
frustrated. As for any hopes of Government
support, he may make up his mind at the outset
that he will receive a chilling refusal, accom-
panied by the inevitable order forbidding him
to carry out the most cherished part of his
scheme. The happiest course for a would-be
military explorer to pursue is, to hold his
tongue until he has accomplished his self-
imposed mission, and then to inform the
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Merv, and since the conquest of Akhal has
acquired the title of the Key of Herat. Merv
is the key of Herat to a force advancing from
Turkestan upon Herat, Sarakhs to an army
advancing from the Caspian. As an advance
from the latter quarter is more probable than
from the former, it follows that Sarakhs
possesses greater significance than Merv.
This significance was recognised by MacGregor
in 1875, before even the Russians had esta-
blished a hold upon the country inland of
Krasnovodsk. “I think a glance will show,”
he wrote, “that in the complications which
must arise ere the Russo-Indian question can
be deemed settled, its future is likely to be a
stirring one. Placed at the junction of roads
from Herat and Meshed, by the Hari Rud and
Ab-y-Meshed valleys respectively, and at the
best entrance to the province of Khorassan
from the north, it cannot fail to exercise a very
serious influence on the momentous issue of the
above question. This must happen, whether
it falls into the hands of the friends of England
or into those of her foes. Whether Russia
uses Sarakhs as a base for offensive measures
against Herat, or England for a defensive out-
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MacGregor wanted to have gone from
Sarakhs to Kelat-i-Nadiri, the jutting point of
the Khorassan highlands, sixty miles west of
Sarakhs, to which Baker had penetrated in
1873, and from one of the castles of which he
had been able to see Sarakhs, thanks to the
amazing clearness of the atmosphere and the
flatness of the Atak oasis intervening. He
could not persuade the relieved guard, however,
to proceed thither on its way back to Meshed,
and had to return with it to that city; thence
making his way again to the border to Kelat
by another road, less exposed to Turcoman
raids than the Sarakhs one. While waiting
at Meshed for the necessary permission to
proceed to Kelat, he one day came across
Ayoob Khan, whose salute he duly returned.
Ayoob, whose brother Yakoob, of Herat, had
been treacherously imprisoned by Shere Alj,
and who himself was an exile, seemed half
inclined to call on MacGregor to stop, but
seeing that he did not encourage the idea—for
fear of causing more complications with the
Indian bureaucrats—he desisted. The next
time the two met was at Candahar, Ayoob
then commanding the Afghan army that had
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Russian railway system. Thence he made his
way to Rostoff and Kharkoff, and afterwards
through south-west Russia to Vienna and
London—splendid finishing touches to his
enterprise—having during his eight months’
exploration accomplished one of the most
important surveys, judging it by its results,
that any English or Russian officer has effected
in the region lying between Russia and India.
After his return to England, MacGregor
published his “ Journey through Khorassan,”
and shortly afterwards was despatched by Lord
Salisbury on a fresh survey. A most inter-
esting account of this journey has just been
published by Messrs. W. H. Allen and Co.,,
under the title of “Wanderings in Balochistan.”
Almost directly after his return to India from
this expedition, he was sent to the frontier
to take part in the Afghan war, and earned
laurels as chief of Roberts’s staff and brigadier-
general of one of the three columns that
crumpled up Ayoob Khan at Candahar. At
the close of the war he was made major-
general, a K.C.B,, and Quartermaster-General
of India, in which post he has a useful career
before him, and from which many believe he






CHAPTER VIL

CAPTAIN BURNABY'S RIDE TO KHIVA.

Russian operations in Turkestan from the time of MacGahan's
return to Burnaby’s departure from London—The aim of
the English officer—His advantages over other explorers
—The railway to Orenburg—Burnaby’s journey to the
Sea of Aral—The ride thence to Khiva—The exploit not
so difficult as commonly imagined—The dangers at
Khiva overstated—The Khan of Khiva of VAmbéry's time,
of MacGahan'’s time, and of Burnaby’s time—The interview
between the Khan and General Kaufmann—A tiger with
pared claws— Burnaby unjust to the Russians—His in-
terview with the Khan of Khiva—The Khan at the Tsar’s
coronation—Burnaby stops too long at Khiva, and is
arrested by the Russians—His experiences at Fort
Petro-Alexandrovsk—His journey home—Review of his
* Ride to Khiva’’—Value of his exploit—England and
her Burnabys.

¢ Next the more temperate Turkmans of the South,
The Tekkes and lances of Salore, ’
And those from Atrek and Caspian sands,
Light men, and on light steeds, who only drink
The acrid milk of camels, and their wells."’
MATTHEW ARNOLD

CoroneL C. M. MacGrecGor, foiled by his

own Government in penetrating to Merv,

arrived home from his eight months’ ride on
12
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of being the first European to penetrate to the
“Queen of the World ” in modern times. But
instead of going ahead he decided to turn off
towards Bokhara, where there was comparatively
little fresh to be seen, and infinitely greater
chances of being interfered with and turned
back by the Russians. This resolve sealed the
fate of his enterprise. While he was preparing
to go to Bokhara, two Russians appeared at
Khiva with a summons to repair to Fort Petro-
Alexandrovsk, and the will of the commandant
being law in Khiva, Burnaby had no other
alternative but to obey it.

Six hours’ ride the next morning brought him
to Anca, a market town forty miles from Khiva,
and a short journey the following day to the
Russian fort. There Burnaby found that a
telegram had arrived for him from the Duke of
Cambridge, ordering his immediate return home.
The document had been waiting for him several
days at the fort, and in the event of his having
gone first to Petro-Alexandrovsk he would
have never seen Khiva.

“ A little later, an officer brought a message
from Colonel Ivanoff, to say that he had returned
from shooting and was waiting to see me.
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previous explorers, would accord him no reward
or thanks for his trouble. It is this self-
sacrifice, enterprise, courage, and patriotism
which has given the name of Burnaby a special
and splendid significance in our language. To
the majority of Englishmen Burnaby's name
is not so much associated with exploration of
strange countries, as typical of a class of officer
ready at a moment’s notice to secretly ride off
and reconnoitre the position of England’s
enemy, no matter in what part of the world
that enemy may be. MacGregor and Marsh,
Baker and Stewart, were all of them Burnabys,
and if any one has been transcended by the
others in his exploits, the fact will be seen on
examination to be largely due to circumstances
over which the pioneer himself had no control.
When MacGregor returned from Herat in
1875, we knew all we wanted to know for the
moment about the southern side of Central
Asia, and Burnaby would have wasted his
energies in proceeding thither on another
3,000 miles’ ride. But clouds had gathered
over the northern side of the region. Burnaby
took it to be his mission to dispel these mists,
and without hesitation set off straight for

14






CHAPTER VIIL

GENERAL PETRUSEVITCH AND THE TURCOMANS

Events in Central Asia after Burnaby’s return home from
Khiva—Butler appears on the scene disguised as a China-
man—Napier’s operations—Career of General Petrusevitch
—The question of the diversion of the Oxus into the
Caspian Sea—Its importance for Russia—The Oxus of
the past and the Oxus of the future—General Glukhovsky’s
explorations—What may come of the restoration of the
ancient waterways and irrigation canals in Central Asia
—Petrusevitch’s survey of the Perso-Turcoman border—
Political preponderance in Afghanistan the coveted prize of
the Caucasus school of administrators—Policy of Stolietoff,
Markozoff, Lomakin, and Petrusevitch in the Transcaspian
region—Skobeleff on the disadvantages of border conflicts
—Anecdote of General Lazareff—Anecdotes of Petruse-
vitch while at Krasnovodsk—The siege of Geok Tepé—
Death of Petrusevitch—Romantic circumstances con-
nected with his end.

“In the field of proud honour, our swords in our hands
Our king and our country to save,
While victory shines on life’s last ebbing sands,
O ! who would not die with the brave ? ”’
_ ROBERT BURNS.

BurNaABY's return home coincided with the close
of the Russian operations in Khokand, and the
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outlay, the face of that part of Central Asia will
be entirely changed. The clayey plains now
marked ‘“deserts” will be turned into grassy
steppes like those of South Russia, and the
herds of cattle and horses that are now dis-
appearing from South Russia, owing to the
encroachments of agriculture, will appear again
on the fertilised plains of Turkmenia.*
Petrusevitch’'s exploration of the Trans-
caspian deserts provoked a strong desire in his
heart to effect this transformation, but there
seemed little hope of it ever falling to his lot to
achieve it. He was but a mere geographer,
and although the survey he conducted in 1876,
and again in 1878, along the Perso-Turcoman
frontier, in the footsteps of Baker and Mac-
Gregor, added slightly to his fame as an
explorer, still it did not open out to him any in-
fluential administrative career. For the sake of
his topographical knowledge he was retained at
Tiflis as counsellor to the Caucasian Govern-
ment, and to a certain class of mind this would

* An important effect is likely to be exercised on the
climate of Central Asia by the reforesting of Turkestan,
commenced under the auspices of General Tchernayeff. In
the spring of 1883 upwards of 100,000 trees were planted in
Southern Turkestan.
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campaign left the Tekkés more enlightened,
and better able to cope with European foes.

Speaking on this point, Skobeleff said to the
writer a few months before his death: “It is
a mistake to engage in frequent wars against
border tribes, for they become accustomed to
your mode of fighting, and each time grow
more difficult to crush. A general who con-
ducts European troops for the first time against
savages can subjugate them with the greatest
ease, with a minimum of loss and a maximum
of effect. But if in reprisals for border raids he
keeps advancing and retiring, each successive
expedition becomes more difficult, until at last
the pacification of the country, which, if a
thorough policy had been pursued at the outset,
would have been a mere military promenade,
is impossible without a long and arduous war.”

The policy Skobeleff deprecated was pre-
cisely the one pursued east of the Caspian by
Lomakin. How far he himself was responsible
for it cannot be defined. Fully occupied with
the completion of the conquest of Turkestan,
the Imperial Government was probably dis-
inclined to take in hand the sweeping
subjugation of Turkmenia. Besides, every
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the force as a hospital nurse with a number of
others, headed by the Countess Miliutin, the
daughter of the Minister of War. Skobeleff
was bitterly vexed when he heard of his death.
He had such a warm regard for Petrusevitch
that he could not control his emotion before
the troops. By his orders, all the officers and
men who had fallen in the fight were carried
to a point outside the camp to be buried, and
after a funeral service had been performed over
them, the whole of the cannon belonging to
the army fired a simultaneous volley into the
fortress, whence, says a Russian writer, “cries
and groans directly afterwards issued, showing
that our iron tears had not been shed in vain.”
At the close of the siege the body of the
general was sent to the Caucasus, to be buried
in a little village belonging to one of the hill-
tribes in Daghestan he had ruled with such
success in the earlier part of his career. Kras-
novodsk, from which he had meant to super-
intend the works for irrigating and rendering
fit for colonization the country lying between
the Caspian and the Atrek, has been aban-
doned by his successor. The Governor of
Transcaspia cules to-day at Askabad, 350






CHAPTER IX.
CAPTAIN BUTLER, THE SECRET ENGLISH AGENT.

The remarkable siege of Geok Tepé—Excitement occasioned
in England and Russia by the fighting—Captain Butler
claims that he fortified the place—Never near it—The
public and explorers—Butler’s journey along the Perso-
Turcoman border in 1876—Sent again in 1878 to lead the
Turcomans against the Russians—Butler a wrong agent
for a mission of this kind—O’Donovan upon his preten-
sions—Some of his alleged adventures in Persia—The
English Government placed in an awkward position by
his disclosures of his mission—Their effect on the policy
of Russia in the Akhal Tekké region—The Government
throw him over—Fate of Butler—Another of O. K.’s
misstatements—Effect of the journeys of Butler, Baker,
Napier, and MacGregor on the Turcomans of Akhal and
Merv—The trouble they caused Russia and the barrier
they opposed to her operations—What English officers
may do to strengthen and defend the Empire.

‘¢ Before mine eyes thou hast set, and in mine ear
Vented much policy, and projects deep

Of enemies, of aids, battles, and leagues.”’
MILTON.

IN the opening month of 1881, a remarkable
conflict took place on the confines of Trans-
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remain inactive. At the instigation of Skobe-
leff, his services were secured, and, with an
audacity altogether Russian, he was instructed
to proceed through India to the court of a
prince, who was afterwards to be instigated by
Stolietoff to make a descent upon the English
dominions.

Luckily, we had at the time officials at
Peshawur who were not afraid to act upon
their own responsibility. Pashino was stopped
by these, and refused permission to proceed
through the Khyber to Cabul. In vain he
made an outcry about stopping ‘“a private
traveller,” the Peshawur authorities were in-
flexible, and their action was upheld by the
Government at Simla.

‘“ Look at Pashino,” said a leading official of
the Russian Foreign Office to me in 1882, on
my expressing regret that the Russian Govern-
ment would not sanction my proceeding to
Askabad. ‘“Look how Pashino was treated.
Although a private traveller, engaged in scien-
tific pursuits, he was stopped at the post of
Peshawur and refused permission to cross the
border into Afghanistan. If your Government
objects to private Russian travellers in India,

17















































































































CHAPTER XIL

O'DONOVAN'S DASH TO MERV.

The Afghan war—The Russian conflict beyond the Caspian—
Life of Mr. O’Donovan described by Mr. Joseph Cowen,
M.P.—His Fenian experiences—Proceeds to Central
Asia—Watches Lazareff’s campaign in 1879—Is expelled
the Russian camp—Wanders about the border—Skobeleff
refuses to let him join his expedition—Proceeds to Deregez
to join the Akhal Tekkés at Geok Tepé—Misses the siege
—Decides to ride off to Merv—The Oasis described—The
real character of Mr. O’Donovan’s great enterprise—His
services to the English Government—The very man the
country needed on the spot—The ride to the river Tejend
—Bivouacking inthe desert—Experiences during a storm
the night before reaching Merv—Excitement provoked by
his arrival—Suggestions to murder him—His sufferings
from the curiosity of the people—Examined by a council
of the chiefs—His five months’ residence at Merv—A
decorated prisoner—Finally escapes the Oasis—Fate of
Merv—Mr. O’Donovan’s influence upon the solution of
the Merv Question—His exploit compared with the
achievements of other pioneers—The ‘“ Merv Oasis.”’

““There is a strange fascination attached to this Central
Asian exploration. Merv, which is now an accumulation of
dirty Tartar huts, was the original seat of the old Iran
civilisation. It was the cradle of the imaginative creations
wrought out in the historical romances of Persia. Now,
probably, it is the .darkest spot in the civilisation of the old
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dent of Lnglish newspapers. He then took
an appointment as correspondent for a combi-
nation of Fnglish and Irish newspapers, and
went to Spain to the Carlist war.  While there
he got into prison again, being suspected by
the Carlists of having political as well as
journalistic designs.  He was released through
the intercession of Cardinal Cullen with Doa
Carlos,  llis engagement with the English
newspapers  having  terminated, he became
correspondent for the New York Herald. On
the breaking out of the Russo-Turkish war,
he became correspondent for first one news-
paper and then another.  His last engagement
was with the /arly News, and he represented
that paper during the campaign of Mukhtar
Pasha in Armenia.

“The letters in which Mr. O’'Donovan de-
scribes his journcy to Merv are vividly and
graphically written.  The style is humorous,
picturesque, and attractive. In a very fasci-
nating way much interesting and valuable
information is conveyed. I do not know any
special correspondent whose letters have sur-
passed them in interest and attractiveness—
certainly none where the adventures of the
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that Skobeleff meant to occupy the whole of the
Atak district, and then march across the wilder-
ness to Merv.

Paradoxical as it may seem to many reviewers
who considered the disturbed condition of the
country one of O'Donovan’s chief difnculties,
the anarchy prevailing was really a circumstance
that helped him in his enterprise most. Skobe-
leff's terrible victory at Geok Tepé had struck
such terror into the hearts of the Turcomans.
that it had caused them to suspend all their
forays and border outrages, while it had further
driven to Merv the leader of the Akhal Tekkés,
Mahdum Kuli, the very chief O'Donovan had
been negotiating with for permission to go to
Geok Tepé. If taken for a Russian, he might
hope that the fear the Tekkés entertained of
their enemy would exercise a check on their
murderous proclivities ; while, if accepted as an
Englishman, he could almost positively rely
upon the desire of the Tekkés for an English
advance from Candahar to Merv to cause
them to give him a hearty welcome.

But all the same Mr. O'Donovan’s enterprise
was of no mean order. He had not. like
Burnaby, simply to keep himself wurm for 370
























O'DONOVAN'S DASH TO MERV. 321

unerring instinct which invariably sets them
right in the end.

‘“ We had been riding pretty briskly, generally
at a trot when the nature of the ground
allowed, and frequently at a canter. I calculate
that, on the whole, we made six and a half
miles an hour during our entire journey. After
midnight dense blackness came on, and the
atmosphere became stifling. Once or twice I
suggested a halt, but in whispered tones was
informed that there was no knowing when
robbers might appear. This I thought rather
good, considering that I was in the company of
as select a party of thieves as could be found
hidden in any desert bush or crumbling ruin.
In the end, even the horses seemed incapable
of going any farther. The men seemed
made of iron. We reined in for a consultation.
It was decided to turn aside a hundred yards,
so as to be away from the accustomed track,
and thus lessen the risk of being attacked by
any passing brigands. Amidst the dense
growth of tamarisk and other bushes we found
a comparatively open space, where we deter-
mined to make a brief halt. As we dismounted,
a bright flash of sheet lightning lit up the

21
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inviolable piece of etiquette among them never
to disturb a sleeper.

“I was somewhat bewildered by the events
of the past few days. I sat up, rubbed my
eyes, and looked around me, quite unable to
understand the sudden and numerous audience
who had favoured me with their presence.
Words cannot describe their astonishment on
beholding my unwonted costume. My short,
black, closely-buttoned tunic and cord riding-
breeches seemed to fill them with amazement.
They gazed and gazed as though they could
never stop looking at the external appearance
of the Frenghi. It was the gaze of the operator
while endeavouring to mesmerise his subject.
Simultaneously, from without, scores of eyes
peeped through every nook and cranny of the
tent walls; and I could hear remarks upon my
personal appearance and costume, winding up
with a statement of the conviction of the ob-
servers that I was most unmistakably an ‘Oroos’
(Russian). Let it not be imagined that, after
the first eagerness of curiosity was satisfied,
this sort of thing came to an end—quite the
reverse. As the tidings of my arrival spread,
relays upon relays of fresh sightseers thronged
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hundred horsemen, rode to the Persian frontier,
whence, immensely relieved at being delivered
of his too ardent friends, he pushed on to
Meshed. Four months had to elapse before
he reached Constantinople from this point, thus
extending the period of his travels to almost
three years.

Geographically, his journey to Merv was of
great importance. He was the first European
to traverse the region lying between Askabad
and Merv, and if not the first European at
Merv, he was the first to survey the oasis.
Politically, his presence at Merv was still more
important. His letters enabled our statesmen
to realise the condition of things at Merv, and
the result of that realisation was a decision to
leave Merv to its fate.

Up to the time of O’Donovan’s arrival at
Merv, one of three fates impended over the
oasis—to pass under the suzerainty of England,
of Persia, or of Russia. For years a large
number of English writers had recommended
that we should take the Merv Tekkés under
our protection. It was clear that they could
not by themselves permanently preserve their
independence. Geographically, the Merv Oasis
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at once accepted as a standard work of Central
Asian travel, and the wish was general that
when war again broke out in that region,
O’Donovan might be present with his powerful,
poetic, and patriotic pen.

But that, alas! can never be. The gallant
Irishman, who had escaped so many dangers in
Asia, was fated to perish three years later with
Hicks Pasha’'s army in the Soudan, a victim,
indirectly, to the same incapacity to govern an
Empire in an Imperial manner, which had
rendered his dash to Merv fruitless of political
benefit to this country.
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from even enlightening his companions on that
point. All they knew was that he meant to go
to Khorassan to purchase horses ; and to keep
up his 74/ he bought several when the wander-
ings of the party eventually terminated in
Deregez.

Stewart’s ride was a real ride, in the literal
sense of the term. The party had no camels
to convey tents and “ comforts,” as in the case
of Burnaby's ride to Khiva; all that the three
Armenians took with them was contained in
the saddle bags of their three horses. The
ride from Ispahan to Turbat-i-Hyderi, round
the Great Desert, lasted a fortnight, during
which the party traversed a considerable
amount of little known ground, and were ex-
posed for days to the peril of being captured
by Beluchis, who raid against this part of
Persia. On the way Stewart met two men,
who with their wives had been carried off and
plundered by the Beluchis. *They said they
and their wives with two other men were on
the road from Kirman to Tabbas, and when
eighty miles to the southward of Robat-i-Khan
they were pounced upon by a band of thirty-
seven men, most of them mounted on the swift



























CHAPTER XIV.

LIEUTENANT ALIKHANOFF'S JOURNEY WITH A
RUSSIAN CARAVAN TO MERV.

Desire of Russia for a survey of her own of the Merv Oasis—
Visit of Merv Tekkés to Askabad—Invitation to the
Russian traders to visit Merv—Baron Aminoff takes
advantage of General Réhrberg’s absence to indulge in a
little frontier intrigue on his own account—Alikhanoff’s
previous career—How Caucasians become Russianized—
Injustice to the natives of India—March of the Russian
caravan along the Atak Oasis—Alikhanoff’s survey of the
Tejend region—Exciting incidents of the secret night ride
into Merv—Fears of treachery—The people awake to find
the Russians settled in their midst—Disguised as a Tekké
Alikhanoff takes plans of the fortress—Plots of the
Tekkés against the Russians—Exploit of Naziroff in
riding from the Caspian through Merv to the Oxus at

- Tchardjui—Merv now completely explored.

‘“ Here stand, my lords ! and send discoverers forth
To know the numbers of our enemies.’’
SHAKESPEARE: Henry V.

‘“ Alikhanoff’s venturesome visit to Merv almost rivals in
exciting incident Mr. O’Donovan’s late expedition to that
oasis.””—PROFESSOR A. H. KEANE (Academy, June 16th,
1883).

MRr. O'Donovan having secured for England
a survey of the oasis of Merv, Russia began to
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“We rode for an hour, for another, for a
third, amidst this environment. To all our
questions as to when we should reach our
destination we only received a laconic ¢ Quickly,
quickly,” from the Mervis. In the meanwhile,
it seemed to us we were being led over and
over again through the same localities. This
circumstance excited our suspicions, and these
were further strengthened by the conduct of
the Mervis. They whispered to each other;
they disappeared in the aou/s and summoned
people, to whom they whispered something in
secret, after which there was a stir in the go#/.

“These scoundrels are up to some game
or other,’ said one of us, drawing his revolver ;
‘get ready for any emergency. Remain cool
and keep your pluck up. I, for one, will
answer that that Goliath, Ovez Sardar, falls
before my fire.’

“¢The sooner we know what the game is,
the better,” said another. *I shall empty my
revolver among the blackguards, and then put
an end to myself’

“A third heard all this, and rode on in
silence.

“ Suddenly we saw opening before our feet
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“ “Where is Fazil Beg, then? Summon him
hither.’

“¢‘He is probably asleep,’” replied Ovez,
ordering some one to bring our Khivan to us.

“In a few minutes several dark figures made
their appearance.

“ ¢ Fazil Beg, is that you ?’

“<It is I, he replied in Russian, but in a
tone of voice that still further alarmed me.

“¢Are you a prisoner ?’

“¢Prisoner? No. Why should I be a
prisoner ?’

“In the course of a few minutes we were led
into one of the kibitkas, in the centre of
which a wood fire was smouldering. Around
this the master and several Tekkés were laying
down carpets and felts. Ovez and several of
his associates entered with us, and disposed
themselves around the fire as fresh and as
vigorous as if they had only ridden a verst or
two. These Merv Tekkés are wonderfully
strong.

“ They began to make tea for us, but we were
beyond anything of that kind. The moment
we threw ourselves down on the soft carpets
we fcll asleep there and then like dead men,
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In this manner, Russia within a twelvemonth
obtained a survey of all the routes leading to
Merv. Alikhanoff explored the road from Aska-
bad to Merv, which an army advancing from
the Caspian would pursue; Lessar from Khiva to
Merv, which would be taken by a detachment
from the Russian garrison of Petro-Alexan-
drovsk ; and Naziroff from Tchardjui to Merv,
which would be followed by a force operating
from Samarcand. These surveys were insti
gated by the belief that sooner or later Russia
would have to march an army upon Merv.
But the necessity for this has now passed away.
Early this year, when the Tekkés were at peace
with the Russians, and were giving them no
provocation, the latter treacherously sent a force
to the Tejend, and a detachment of it, headed
by Alikhanoff, swooped down upon the oasis.
There Alikhanoff summoned the chiefs, and
mendaciously representing the Tejend force to
be the advanced guard of a great army, induced
them to proceed to AskaBap and submit. In
return for his success in accomplishing this
coup de main he was restored to the rank of
major, and made the first Russian Governor of
Merv.
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difficulties are concerned, there is no reason why, at any time
and within the limitation of a few months, a continuous
railway should not be built from the Caspian to the Western
Afghan capital ; to which I may add that if that work were
once executed, a week would suffice for the transport of troops
and stores from the Caucasus head-quarters to Herat.”’

SIR HENRY RAWLINSON, 1882.

WHEeN the Transcaspian railway was completed
in 1881, the controller of the undertaking,
Prince Khilkoff, had at his disposal a number
of engineers, whose services he thought might
be opportunely utilised in making surveys before
returning home to Russia. Already the
original designer of the railway, General
Annenkoff, had conceived the idea of extending
the line to India, and it was to test the practica-
bility of the project that these engineers were
sent forward by Khilkoff to survey the country
from the terminal point of the railway, Kizil
Arvat, to the new Russian fortress of Askabad.
The distance between the two points, one
hundred and thirty-five miles, was found to be
almost perfectly level, and well adapted for the
construction of a cheap railway. This being
demonstrated to the satisfaction of Annenkoff,
it was decided to survey the next section of the
projected line, from Askabad ta Sarakhs, which
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had little to fear, and his only danger lay in a
possible attack by the Sarik Turcomans, a tribe
living on the Murghab between Merv and
Herat, which had never come in contact with
the Russians, and could not be relied upon to
treat an explorer of that nation with respect.
The Alielis who accompanied Lessar were
dreadfully frightened of these Sariks, and can-
didly confessed that their only hope of safety
lay in the fear they trusied the latter would
experience of attacking the representative of a
people, which had recently gained such a terrible
victory at Geok Tepé.

Luckily no Sariks were met at all during the
journey, and only a few friendly Merv Tekkés.
As far as the great mountain range on the map,
the country was found to be an uninhabited
wilderness, in which the Afghans and Persians
could not live for fear of the Turcomans, and the
Turcomans for fear of the Afghans and Persians.
But the principal discovery of the journey was
associated with the mountain range, which, on
attainment, melted away to a miserable row of
hills, with an easy pass fit for vehicular traffic,
goo feet above the surrounding locality. If it
be remembered that this imaginary mountain
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the Russians in freeing them.” Altogether,
Russia has emancipated during her conquest of
Central Asia nearly 150,000 slaves. If she
had listened to the clamour of England not to
step beyond her Orenburg and Caspian borders,
these unfortunates would have died in chains.
While profoundly impressed with the ne-
cessity for securing a scientific frontier for
India, we cannot sympathise with Sir Henry
Rawlinson and those of his followers who would
have kept Central Asia in its old barbarous
condition, in order to add to our security. If
we were Sir Henry it would be appalling for us
to remember how much misery we had indirectly
occasioned and prolonged, by setting England
to resist the destruction of slavery in Central
Asia. Our policy a quarter of a century ago
ought to have been to select what we needed
of Central Asia to defend India, and to have
left all the territory outside the border to be
dealt with by Russia. But England seems
incapable of a common-sense policy.
Although the Afghan chief at Kusan treated
Lessar hospitably, he would not let him proceed
along the Meshed road to Persia until he had
informed the Governor-General of Herat of his
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state as Russia, we are bound to receive him
and dispense hospitality. Are we not men,’
he asked, in an offended tone, ‘that we may
not dispense hospitality ? What have we done
that you should have wished to pass our door
without resting a bit? You are not our
prisoner, but our guest. The whole land is
at your disposal—ask for what you wish.’”

The Khan refused to allow the people to
sell the Russians anything, and ordered the
money to be refunded which they had given to
an Afghan on the road for bread for the party.
The whole time they were at Ghurian he sent
Lessar and his Alielis everything they wanted,
and kept despatching messengers to ask if there
was anything they desired.

The second day the Nizam Eddin Khan,
principal councillor of the Governor-General of
Herat, came with an imposing suite, and, taking
Lessar aside, asked him privately if he had any
secret communications to make to his Govern-
ment. The Afghans took Lessar for one of
those secret agents Kaufmann was continually
sending to the courts of the potentates dwelling
outside the Turkestan territory, and seemed
surprised that his errand should have been of
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traveller did not settle down to inactivity.
Equipping himself afresh, he proceeded to
Merv, then to Khiva, and finally back to Aska-
bad across the desert. This itself was a ride
sufficiently remarkable to have made anyone’s
reputation, for it was equal in point of distance
and difficulty to three of Burnaby's rides to
Khiva; but no account of it has been published,
and all the notice it has received has been in
the shape of a few newspaper paragraphs. The
result of this journey was to prove, in Lessar's
opinion, that the Oxus could not be diverted
from the Aral to the Caspian along the dried-up
ancient channel called the Uzboi, without an
immense outlay ; while, for a small sum, he
thought that a body of water could be turned
into another channel near Tchardjui, by means
of which the desert up to Askabad might be
irrigated and converted into fertile country.
To test this latter theory, he set out in the
spring with some companions at his own cost
for the Merv Oasis, and effected an excellent
survey—his fourth in three years, without any
hitch, although the results are as yet unknown.

Far from being so brilliant as the explorations
of many previous travellers, Lessar's journeys
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and difficulty, recorded in this book, it has had,
and is likely to continue to have, a more
important effect on the relations between
Russia and England in Central Asia than all
the achievements of the other explorers put
together.

26













































S
- ‘M
e |

%j\“‘tp we

‘*f'k

416  RECONNOITRING CENTRAL ASIA.

unfit to sway the destinies of three hundred
million people. The English are giants ruled
by babies. For their Empire to be governed
as an Empire, and not as a parish, St. Stephen’s
must be filled no longer with—mere-Liberal
and Conservative hacks, the frothy scum of
successful trade or family influence, but by
men who know the Emmwn_xhgm_n
more heir riches and thej who
possess the courage and consistency to make it
respected throughout the world., *

THE END.
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